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round hole in carpet or white pyjamas. When this
happened the sheikh concerned would rise hurriedly
and slap himself as if he were killing a wasp, after
which he would sit down again quite happily and
light another cigarette. Our favourite subject of
conversation was Mizher Pasha, at Shatra, whom
they called the cc poor old man." " Hast thou
heard the latest tale of the poor old man ? " one
would ask. " Sheikh Khayyun went to see him
yesterday, to demand more rifles, and the wretch
was so terrified that he shut himself up in the house
of honour and sat there for three hours, not daring
to come out." But our meetings usually resolved
themselves into committees to decide on tribal
action which was required by the General. This
usually took the form of collecting local supplies or
providing labour for the various depots or for
building up the flood embankments. My experi-
ence on the Shaiba Bund was useful to me here, and
I was kept very busy arranging for quotas of men
to work under the supervision of the G.R.E. There
was always great difficulty about rates of pay for
earthwork, and on one occasion all the sheikhs
complained that their men were being asked to dig
more cubic feet of earth in a day than any human
being could possibly be expected to do, I knew
that this was all nonsense, but no amount of calcula-
tion convinced the sheikhs, and I suddenly decided
to try my luck at a practical demonstration.
Leading them to the small courtyard round which
my house was built, I asked them to put their heads
together and decide how many men could dig it
out in one day to the depth of a mifhah blade,
which was exactly twelve inches, measured up to
the cross-bar on which the digger set his foot. After